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Key Milestones Lake Monitoring Programs Established

The Coalition launched several effective monitoring programs 

to track lake health with help from grants from Monitoring 

Montana Waters , Flathead Lake Biological Lab, the Whitefish 

Lake Institute and many dedicated homeowners. 

Funding Secured

The Coalitions has secured over $340 ,000  in grants and 

member donations in support of our mission. 

Partnerships Built

Built strong partnerships Nationally and across Western 

Montana to enhance our effectiveness.

Growing Coalition of Neighbors

Over 140 members strong and growing every day as 

homeowners in the area learn more about us. 

 

Our 
Accomplishmenets

Over 50  homeowner’s properties were treated for the Bark 

Beetle infestation last spring, more next spring.

We are providing cost share septic pumping for area 

homeowners. 75% savings for our neighbors!

An aquifer study grant may be announced soon.

Through a grant from Monitoring Montana Waters local 

homeowners are in the 2nd year of sampling the water in 

Horseshoe, Lavon and Crystal for nitrates, phosphates, and 

chlorophyl a. 

Monitoring continues for temperature, clarity and invasives.

The Western Montana Resiliency Hub we lead is busy working 

on a shared web design that will focus on waters of Western 

Montana. 6 nonprofits are in the Hub in Lincoln, Flathead and 

Lake Counties.
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Our accomplishments, 
continued

• We contributed to the Montana Loon Society and are coordinating 
with them to help keep track of our COL Loons. 

• We contributed $400 to Community Room Firehouse Sign

• We hold annual meetings, send out regular newsletters, created 
and mailed a brochure to 344 property owners, and maintain our 
website. 

• Presented info on The Coalition at a national Foundation meeting 
held last fall in New Orleans., another one is in MN soon. 
Coordination continues with the other 15 national nonprofits and is 
key to our grant success.

• Provided written comments on several proposed bills that affect 
the TCL during the 2026 MT Legislative Session.

• 2nd year of being featured in the Montana Watershed Coordination 
Council Statewide publication.

 

Why Is Water 
Quality Monitoring 
Important in the 
Chain of Lakes?

Monitoring Water Quality

Regular monitoring detects pollution sources and helps 

track hazards before they become a problem.

Pollution Reduction Strategies

Implementing strategies like cost share septic inspection 

and pumping reduce contaminants and maintains clean 

water conditions.

Supporting Wildlife and Fisheries

Clean water protects our fisheries and our resident loons! 

Not to mention humans. We believe in using science to 

preserve the ecological balance in our lakes. 

 

About our name…

CHAIN OF LAKES NAME  IS FOUND 
THROUGHOUT MONTANA

Montana Geographic Names include  

many Chain of Lakes:

• Clearwater Chain of Lakes

• Chain of Lakes, Butte

• Chain of Lakes, Polebridge

• Chain of Lakes, Helena

• Thompson Chain of Lakes 

SECRETARY OF STATE, OFFICIAL 
REGISTERED GROUPS WITH CHAIN OF 

LAKES IN NAME

• Chain of Lakes Church

• Chain of Lakes Properties

• Chain of Lakes Property Services

• Chain of Lakes Homeowners 

Association 

Thompson Chain of Lakes Stewardship 

Coalition is the only name registered with 

that name in the Montana Secretary of 

State System.

TCLSC

 



The Thompson Chain of 
Lakes Stewardship Coalition 
Name is Unique

Exclusive Group Name

The name is exclusive, with no other group 

sharing this designation in the county nor in the 

state.

Distinct Identity

No where in the Coalition name is HOA.  

There are 2 HOAs in the TCL Area

Fisher River and the Chain of Lakes HOAs.

 

 

Official Mission and Purpose From Each 
Group’s Bylaws

COLHA – A HOMEOWNERS ASSOC.

• To unite to prevent outside forces from 

exploitation of the immediate and 

surrounding areas of the Chain of Lakes.

• Outside forces are defined as anyone who 

would seek development, actions, activities, 

that are not in the best interest of the Chain of 

Lakes property owners and to provide a 

consolidated avenue by which the COLHA 

can protect the concerns of the members.

TCLSC – A NONPROFIT, NOT AN HOA

• To protect and conserve the land and 

water of the Thompson Chain of Lakes 

for now and future generations.

 

We Are Allies

The missions of the 

Homeowners Association 

(COLHA) and the Thompson 

Chain of Lakes Stewardship 

Coalition (TCLSC) are similar, 

but our levels of action 

differ.

Both contribute to the 

community.

The HOA focuses primarily on organizing the annual 

meeting, the door prizes, the picnic lunch, and bringing 

neighbors together to hear from relevant speakers. 

The Coalition is action-oriented throughout the year

securing substantial grants to help neighbors protect 

their properties through initiatives like the septic 

system cost-share program, the bark beetle treatment 

project, and sampling lakes to maintain water quality.

 

  



 

The Neighborhood Plan 
GOALS

To guide new development to the appropriate 

locations.

To maintain the natural resource values in 

consideration of increased growth and 

development.

 

 

A Brief History – The Thompson Chain 
of Lakes Neighborhood Plan

2007

The County approved a chrome 
plant above Lavon Lake, 
leading to concerns about 
water contamination to Lavon 
Lake among the HOA Members 
at the time. 

2007–2010

In response, The COLHA, along 
with 10 other stakeholder 
groups, developed the 
Neighborhood Plan over three 
years.

2010

The Thompson Chain of Lakes 
Neighborhood Plan was formally 
adopted into the Lincoln County 
Growth Policy, signed by the 
County Commissioners.

2022-Present

Homeowners came together to 
defend the principles laid out in 
the Neighborhood Plan. Formed 
The Coalition (TCLSC).

 

“The underlying premise of the plan is to protect 
property rights and values by offering assurance 

that the types, locations, and density of future 
uses are consistent with the inherent quality and 

values of the region.”

The Thompson Chain of Lakes Neighborhood Plan, “a guide for future 

growth.”

Adopted on April 7, 2010 by the Lincoln County Commissioners as an 

Amendment to the Lincoln County Growth Policy

 



 

Our Commitment to the Thompson Chain 
of Lakes Neighborhood Plan

The plan represents a community-driven vision for responsible growth, 

environmental stewardship, and the preservation of the unique 

character of the Chain of Lakes.

The plan was developed through 3 years of collaboration and was 

formally adopted into the Lincoln County Growth Policy in 2010.

It reflects the values and priorit ies of those who live, recreate, and 

invest in the area.

The Coalit ion believes that development within the Thompson Chain of 

Lakes area should honor the principles laid out in the Neighborhood 

Plan.

Overlooking these principles threatens the integrity of the 

community's vision.

 

Many Stakeholder groups 
collaborated over three years.

They all came to a consensus 
vison that is The Thompson 
Chain of Lakes Neighborhood 
Plan.

• Homeowners Association (COLHA): Represented the 

interests of homeowners in the area.

• Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks (FWP)

• Lincoln County Planning Department

• Plum Creek Timber Company

• Forest Service (USFS)

• Fisher River Fire Department

• Sanders County Commissioners

• Lincoln County Commissioners

• Montana Department of Natural Resources and 

Conservation (DNRC)

 

From The
Thompson 
Chain of Lakes 
Neighborhood 
Plan

“The neighborhood plan by itself can help identify 

acceptable types of uses and guide those uses to 

logical or preferred locations.”

Home | Thompson Chain of Lakes Stewardship Coalition

The Neighborhood Plan can be found on our website

 

 



The Plan Designates
Land Use By Specific Areas, For Example “NC”

The Plan Allows in the location identified as Neighborhood Commercial, or NC, 
such uses as taverns, restaurants, laundry, grocery stores,  gas pumps, and fire 
stations.

The Plan Prohibits the following uses in Neighborhood Commercial, or NC, 
including: airplane landing field, auto repair shops, gravel pits and processing, 
landfill, mobile home park, rock quarries – AND RV PARKS. The Happys RV Park 
is in NC use area.

Why: The “Prohibited” Land Use Designations is explained Neighborhood Plan: 
“the purpose is to discourage strip commercial development along the highway” 
and to “guide new development to appropriate locations”. 

 

 

Lawsuit

The TCLSC currently has a

lawsuit before the Montana 

Supreme Court.

 

 

TCLSC vs Lincoln County 
Commissioners

Does the Lincoln County Growth Policy and TCL 

Neighborhood Plan matter – or not.? The TCLSC 

attorneys argue these plans matter.

The TCLSC lawyers argue the subdivision EA 

was insufficient.

 



 

Myth Busting – The Lawsuit

THE LAWSUIT IS

• It is in defense of the Thompson Chain of 

Lakes Neighborhood Plan, that specifically 

prohibits RV Parks in that node. 

• It is in support of the Neighborhood Plan to 

“discourage strip commercial development 

along highway 2” and to “guide new 

development to appropriate locations”.

• It is about water quality and water quantity.

• It is in alliance with many homeowners 

throughout the Chain of Lakes.

THE LAWSUIT IS NOT

• Not holding the Neighborhood Plan to 

regulatory standards, but to the legal 

precedent and standard of substantial 

compliance with the Plan.

• Not filed by a few disgruntled 

homeowners from Crystal Lake. 

Homeowners across the area chose to 

uphold the principles outlined in the 

Neighborhood Plan.

 

 

Together, we are ensuring a 
sustainable and vibrant 
future for our lakes.

Conclusion

The Stewardship Coalition’s mission and 

work is compatible with the COLHA mission.

The Coalition is not in competition for COLHA 

members. People frequently join various 

groups within a healthy community. 

The interests of the homeowners in the 

Coalition are not in conflict with those of the 

COLHA.

Protecting the Chain of Lakes for now and 

future generations is in all our best 

interests.

 

 


